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Abstracts @

“Going Global” of Japanese SMEs: Evolution, Trends, and Support Systems
Liu Rui and Zhou Xuhai

Since World War II, Japanese small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) have undergone four
distinct phases in their internationalization: the export —oriented phase, the foreign investment
development phase, the accelerated overseas expansion phase, and the globalization phase. This
process has followed a progressive trajectory of “ export trade—direct investment—Tlocalized
production and consumption”. In recent years, driven by the reshaping of global economic order,
technological innovation, and digital transformation, Japanese SMEs have exhibited several new
trends in their international expansion. These include diversification in globalization strategies,
increasingly complex motivations, integration into global production and supply chain systems,
alignment with economic transformation objectives, and greater sensitivity to geopolitical
factors. Additionally, economic securitization has introduced new uncertainties, while refined and
specialized management of Japanese SMEs have emerged as a significant competitive advantage.
Inresponse to shrinking domestic markets and expanding international demand, Japan has actively
supported SMEs in their overseas endeavors by implementing comprehensive development
strategies, providing fiscal and tax incentives, fostering multi—stakeholder collaboration, offering
multi—tiered financial support system, and improving the integrated support plan of end—to—end
international business services. Against the backdrop of rising trade protectionism and increasing
global political — economic complexity, Chinese SMEs face heightened challenges in their own
internationalization efforts. The measures adopted by Japan to support SME globalization offer
valuable insights and potential lessons for China to strengthen its policies and strategies in

facilitating overseas development.

Openness, Mobility, and Interconnection in European Japan Studies: A
Sociological Examination of the EAJS
He Ping

The European Association for Japanese Studies (EAJS) is the largest academic organization in the
field of Japan Studies globally and serves as a critical lens for examining the overall trajectory of
postwar Japan Studies in Europe. The triennial international conference, the cornerstone of EAJS
activities, provides a vivid reflection of the field’ s evolution from traditional “Japanology” to
contemporary “Japan Studies” characterized by four key trends: expanding disciplinary coverage
and increasing scale effects; the growing dominance of modern social sciences; the emergence of
new disciplinary growth points through differentiation and recombination; the flourishing of
interdisciplinary research initiatives. Under the guidance of EAJS, the institutional development
and network expansion of Japan Studies in Europe have progressed steadily. The institutionalization
of Japan Studies in individual European countries not only integrates seamlessly with EAJS but also
engages organically with external actors such as Japan and the United States. Openness,
inclusivity, and diversity are defining characteristics of EAJS and European Japan Studies more
broadly. These features have facilitated dynamic flows and intersections of Japan Studies across
Europe and on a global scale, providing the field with resilience and adaptability in the face of
challenges. This paper highlights EAJS’ s pivotal role in fostering the collaborative and transnational

nature of contemporary Japan Studies.
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